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I swear, Genie, Bryant said after taking
another swig of wine. I dont even know
what this ones about. Nodding, the Genie
took the bottle from Bryant and drank from
it too. Yes, he said after swallowing. You
said that already. But Bryant continued as
if Genie didnt speak at all. One moment we
were having fun in bed, then I go to the
bathroomthe bathroom! For less than ten
seconds! And when I come back out she
was all upset and she was shouting that Ive
really become an insensitive jerk and that I
dont love her anymore, that shes become a
mere habit to meGenie, I could have sworn
I had just given her an orgasm minutes
before, so how could she say those things?
Huh? What else could she possibly want?
The Genie made a noncommittal noise in
response, which was more than enough
encouragement for Bryant. I just cant
figure out where all of this is coming from,
you know? Is she is she menopausal or
something? Shes too young for that, but
what if? I hear you, brother, was the Genies
only reply. Do you understand me, Genie?
What Im going through? I love Layla,
really, I do but I just dont get her anymore
The Genie grunted again, which Bryant
took to mean that he should go on and let it
all out. While Bryant babbled on, repeating
most of the things hed already said, the
Genie whispered with a devilish gleam in
his eyes, I hear you, brother loud and clear
After draining the bottles hed brought with
him, Bryant became so smashed that he
judged it best to summon the magic carpet
instead of simply walking up to his room.
The last thing he could remember was
falling face-forward on the carpet and
ordering it to bring him up to the bedroom
where his wife was sleeping. Earlier that
night, Layla had told Bryant to get out and
sleep with the camels for all she cared, but
hed completely forgotten. He only knew
that he wanted to lie down beside her. The
carpet must have gone on through the open
windows and deposited him safely inside
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because he woke up on the big soft bed,
wrapped in fragrant silks. He opened his
eyes only to have them blinded by the
sunlight coming in from outside. Bryant
raised a hand to block it. Still groggy, he
noticed something incomprehensible about
his hand. Before he could investigate
further, however, he was distracted by the
scream coming from outside. What kind of
person lets out that kind of racket so early
in the morning? And right outside his
window too! Monumentally pissed, Bryant
stumbled from the bed intending to shut the
windowsand perhaps the personup, but the
strangest sight met him. Given his history
with strange things, where a genie and a
flying carpet happened to be the least of it,
labeling something as being the strangest
was really saying a lot. But it was true:
there are a few things stranger than seeing
himselfor someone who looked identical to
himsitting panic-stricken atop a magic
carpet floating two yards away. When the
other Bryant saw him too, the screaming
became worse. What Bryant began,
intending to ask what was going on, but he
didnt need to. Just hearing himself say that
single word was answer enough because
his voice sounded distinctly feminine. Was
there something wrong with his ears?
There was, as it turned out. For that matter,
there was something wrong with his entire
body, too. Like how it was not his own. So
thats why it felt like hed shrunk! He wasnt
imagining it after all After that first dazed
thought, Bryant became clear-minded
again and remembered Laylas current
predicament. For who else would it be,
occupying his body? He had hers. Bryant
ordered the carpet to come into the room
and deposit its cargo safely. Alighting
shakily, Layla looked into her husbands
eyes and he to hersor were they actually
looking at their own eyes using the other
ones lens? Thinking the same thoughts,
they
hit
the
ceiling
of
how-much-they-could-take at the same
time. As one, the pair drew a deep breath
and sh
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