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Situated in the heart of the Vilcabamba
cordillera in Peru, some 150 km northwest
of Cuzco, Chogekiraw or Choqueguirao (
the golden cradle in Quechua), is one of
the most beautiful achievements of Inca
architecture, and one of the very few
pre-Hispanic sites displaying large wall
mosaics showing geometric figures and
Ilama caravans climbing the mountainside,
the only one known from Inca times.
Ethnohistoric ~ sources  suggest  that
Chogekiraw was one of the Tupac Inca
Y upanquis palaces, but the excavations we
conducted in peripheral residential areas
suggest a much earlier occupation; it could
begin in the early Intermediate Period (200
to 500 AD), and continue during the Late
Intermediate (1000-1300 AD). Severa
dements aso suggest that figures
represented on the mosaics convey
cosmologica significance and are laid out
following textile principles.  Findly, the
orientation of some buildings with the
cardinal points and the presence of a
truncated hill considered as an
astronomical  observatory, an ushnu,
reinforce this hypothesis, suggesting that
Chogekiraw could have played therole of a
regional agro-pastoral calendar and be
considered as an important ritual centre or
waka, and an oracular shrine dedicated to
the triple Inca divinity of the Lightning.
This book stems from an extensive
French-Peruvian archaeological project
conducted from 2003 to 2006, as part of a
cooperation agreement between the French
and Peruvian governments. It presents the
results of the excavations that have been
carried out, but also new hypotheses about
the role - including symbolic - that this site
may have played.
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Sur lestracesde Vilcabamba - regard sur Chogekiraw (Choque Quirao) : un siteinca au c?ur de la cordillere de au
Perou, Archeopress (Paris monographs in American Archaeology, 37 Patrice Lecoq Universite Paris1 -
Pantheon-Sorbonne - Academia Site magjeur de la culture inca, Chogekiraw ou Choque Quirao (le berceau delor la
cordillere de Vilcabamba, au Perou , a 160 kilometres au nord de la ville de Cuzco . Disperses sur les cretes et les
versants abrupts de la colline eponyme, a3 200 relies par dinterminables escaliers et par tout un reseau de chemins.
CHOQEKIRAW ou CHOQUEQUIRAO - Encyclop?dia UniversalisJ1 : Vol Paris-Lima. J9all: 3joursdetrek
dansla cordillere de Vilcabamba, au pied des de lexceptionnel site archeologique incas de Pisac par un mini trek
jusquau lalocalite traditionnelle de Mahuay (3750m) isolee au c?ur des Andes. sur KLM, Air Continental ou une autre
compagnie reguliere viales USA. L ecoq Patrice, Nouveau regard sur Chogekiraw (Choque Quirao Patrice Lecoq,
Universite Paris 1 - Pantheon-Sorbonne, UFR 03 Histoire de lart Studies Andean Prehistory (Archaeology), Andean
Archaeology, and Ethnoarchaeology. Mision arqueologica francesa Chogekiraw en €l Peru: informe delas ..
Chogekiraw, un site formatif ?, Resultats preliminaires de la campagne de Perou - Dela cordillere de Vilcabamba a la
cordillere Blanche Lhistoire de la grande revolte des Incas, qui commenca au lendemain de lassassinat dAtahuallpa,
relanca le mythe dun Eldorado introuvable, des Incas que la cite perdue de Vilcabambala Viegja, capitale secrete des
derniers Incas, que beaucoup confondirent, atort, avec Paititi. Localisation de Vilcabamba au Perou.
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