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Excerpt: ...covered with hides three deep. It
was capable of carrying nine persons, and
they selected five out of the many who
wished to join the party. There were a
bishop, a priest, a deacon, a musician, and
the man who had modelled the boat; and
with these they pushed out to sea. It had
happened some years before that in a
quarrel about a deer hunt, the men of Ross
had killed the king. It had been decided
that, by way of punishment, sixty couples
of the people of Ross should be sent out to
sea, two and two, in small boats, to meet
what fate they might upon the deeps. They
were watched that they might not land
again, and for many years nothing more
had been heard from them. The most pious
task which these repenting pilgrims could
undertake, it was thought, would be to seek
these banished people. They resolved to
spread their sail and let Providence direct
their course. They went, therefore,
northwest on the Atlantic, where they
visited several wonderful islands, on one of
which there was a great bird which related
to them, the legend says, the whole history
of the world, and gave them a great leaf
from a tree-the leaf being as large as an
ox-hide, and being preserved for many
years in one of the churches after their
return. At the next island they heard sweet
human voices, and found that the sixty
banished couples had established their
homes there. The pilgrims then went
onward in their hidebound boat until they
reached the coast of Spain, and there they
landed and dwelt for a time. The bishop
built a church, and the priest officiated in
it, and the organist took charge of the
music. All prospered; yet the boat-builder
and the three brothers were never quite
contented, for they had roamed the seas too
long; and they longed for a new enterprise
for their idle valor. They thought they had
found this when one day they found on the
sea-coast a group of women tearing their
hair, and when they asked the explanation,
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Senor, said an old woman, our sons and
our...
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