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We are now, | think, far enough removed
from the period of dlavery to be able to
study the influence of that institution
objectively rather than subjectively. Surely
if any Negro who was a part of the
ingtitution itself can do so, the remaining

portion of the American people ought to be

TH E N EG RO IN able to do so, whether they live a the
EELE S OUTH North or at the South. My subject naturally
leads me to a discussion of the Negro as he

W E B DH BO i'S was in slavery. We must all acknowledge,

- - - whatever else resulted from slavery that,

first of all, it was the economic element
involved that brought the Negro to
America, and it was largely this
consideration that held the race in slavery
for a period of about 245 years. But, in this
discussion, | am not to consider the
economic value of the Negro as a dlave, as
such, but only the influence of his
industrial training while in davery in the
development of his moral and religious
life.
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